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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


D o you have what it takes? 

Last month Victoria Police launched 
its largest recruitment campaign. 

We have cast our net far and wide to find 1700 
of the brightest recruits over the next five years. 

Most of those recruits will have the opportunity 
to come on board within the next 12 months as part 
of a State Government commitment to boosting 
police numbers. 

Joining Victoria Police can unlock an 
exciting future. 

We offer a variety of career opportunities 
and a diverse range of work environments, 
across Victoria and overseas. 

No one day is ever the same. 


Policing is challenging, but also very rewarding. 

We want to hear from males and females, those 
from varying cultural backgrounds and those with 
different professional and life experience. 

Whether just launching your professional life, 
or looking for an exciting and secure change, 
Victoria Police offers a career path for everyone. 

We ask in return that you possess an open 
mind, community values and a sense of justice. 

Above all else, you must want to make a 
difference. 

If you thinkyou measure up, visit policecareer.vic. 
gov.au or SMS 132 001 for further information. 


SIMON OVERLAND, APM 
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TIES BETWEEN POLICE ANDTHE PUBLIC WILL BE STRENGTHENED 
THROUGH A LOCALISED APPROACH TO COMMUNITY POLICING. 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


LOCAL LIAISONS 

.01 Sen Const Dino Corda 
and Const Joel Barclay 
patrol Swanston Street. 


I nner city police will be highly 
visible and easily accessible 
under a back-to-basics approach 
to community policing. 

Ties between police, residents, 
traders and those who frequent 
Melbourne’s CBD will be 
strengthened with the launch of 
Melbourne Precinct Policing. 

The City of Melbourne will be 
divided into 38 precincts. Each 
precinct has a dedicated team of 
police responsible for liaising with 
residents, traders and community 
groups to create a safer city. 

Residents and business owners 
are encouraged to contact their 
precinct police about crime issues 


they are concerned with including 
graffiti, property damage, anti¬ 
social behaviour or drug activity. 

The precinct police will 
then work with the community 
to address these issues. 

Precinct policing involves 
450 police from St Kilda Road, 
Melbourne North, Melbourne 
East and Melbourne West 
police stations. 

Officer in charge of Melbourne 
North police station Senior 
Sergeant Joy Arbuthnot said 
“it’s about proactively working 
with the community to identify 
and resolve issues”. 

“It’s not just about reducing 
crime and traffic offences, which 
are our core duties, it’s about 
reassuring the community. They 
will have a high level of accessibility 
to their local police,” Sen Sgt 
Arbuthnot said. 


“As police we play a lead role 
in the community.The precinct 
teams will go out and engage with 
people. They will provide advice 
and referrals and discuss issues.” 

The precinct teams will 
gain an intimate knowledge 
of their precinct and be attuned 
to local issues. 

“We will get a better 
understanding of the patterns 
of offending and be able to 
gather intelligence to work 
with the community to help 
resolve issues. Local people 
will be able to share information 
on crime issues and work with 
police on long-term solutions. 

“This is not about quick 
fixes to local issues. Precinct 
policing is a way for police and 
the community to create safer 
areas and target crime together,” 
Sen Sgt Arbuthnot said. 

To contact your Melbourne 
Precinct Policing team visit 
www.police.vic.gov.au on the 
Internet. ■ 


"We will get a better understanding of the patterns 
of offending and be able to gather intelligence to 
work with the community to help resolve issues," 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT DOES POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY ON 
29 SEPTEMBER MEAN TO YOO? 

LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE PAUL DUGGAN 

LICENSING SERVICES DIVISION 
To me, it’s a special day to reflect upon the 
police who have tragically lost their lives in 
performing the course of their duty. 


SENIOR PROTECTIVE SERVICES OFFICER 
PAUL FASSOULIS 

VICTORIA POLICE CENTRE 
I believe it’s a day to honour the brave men and 
women who sacrificed their lives to serve and 
protect the community. 


SENIOR CONSTABLE GERARD DE LEON 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE STATION 
It means remembering what other colleagues 
have done to pave the way for police members 
today and set an example to be followed. 




DID YOU KNOW? 

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS WERE A 
FACTOR IN A NUMBER OF ROAD 
FATALITIES LAST YEAR. 


A total of 24 per cent of deceased 
drivers had a blood alcohol content 
greater than 0.05. 

A further 15 per cent of deceased 
drivers had an illicit drug detected in 
their blood. 


POLICEFACT 


POLLPOSITION 


LAST EDITION'S POLL QUESTION: 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO READ MORE OF IN 
POLICE LIFE? 

THE RESULTS WERE: True Crime 13.2%, Police Member 
Profiles 15%, Good Arrests 30%, Out & About 15%, 
Specialist Squads 22.7% and Historical Stories 4.1% 

THIS EDITION'S ONLINE POLL QUESTION IS: 

Would you consider a career with Victoria Police? 

Vote online now at www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 
on the Internet. 




POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAXOR EMAIL POLICE 
LIFE AT: POLICE LIFE, PO B0X415, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX 9247 5982 
EMAIL: 

policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

/O'D) F0LL0WUS0N 

(WL FACEBOOKAND 
TWITTER. 

tenfflk3? 


@zucchinislice @Victoria 
Police hooray for being able to 
release details that help the 
public help too! 

@ceotalker Love how @Victoria 
Police use social media to aid their 
work, and get some real results - 
engage the community. 


@Lqkas Just sent a message to 
Queensland Police inquiring why 
they don’t have Twitter public info 
service yet like @VictoriaPolice or 
@NSWPolice. 

@daspez More pics please @ 
VictoriaPolice, we need to see 
what is going on with the law being 
enforced, and you will get more 
community support. 


PROFESSIONALISM APPRECIATED 

I wish to extend my gratitude to 
senior constables Neil Crossan 
and Anthony Magner of Box Hill 
police for their conduct and kind 
words during the lodgement of 
a missing person’s report and 
investigation in May. 

They displayed great empathy 
and concern for a missing family 
member who had disappeared in 
concerning circumstances from a 
nearby facility. 

Our family member was 
found about 14 hours after she 
went missing unconscious and 
unresponsive, and taken to 
hospital via ambulance. 

I would like to take the time 
to thank these members for 
their patience, understanding 
and support in such trying 
circumstances for us, and 
would like to add that they 
are a credit to Victoria Police. 

BRONWYN LAMING, 
ENVIRONMENTAL/LOCAL LAWS 
OFFICER, CITYOFSTONNINGTON 


FATALITIES LEAVE AN IMPACT 

I am deeply affected by a fatal 
crash, almost outside my home 
on the Barwon Heads Geelong 
Road on 29 May. 

The deaths of two young men 
and injuries to three other victims 
feels, strangely, very personal. 

Two young men are not going 
back to their home in Ireland and it 
is a tragedy for everyone concerned. 

I would like to pay heartfelt 
tribute to the police, ambulance 
and emergency services personnel 
who worked tirelessly at the scene 
until late in the night through rain, 
cold and windy conditions. 

My sincere appreciation and 
gratitude goes out to all these 
wonderful men and women who 
tenderly care, with passionate 
commitment and expertise, for 
those who are beyond caring for 
themselves. 

Dl WILKINSON, BARWON HEADS 


INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE 

Words alone can never express 
my deep gratitude to Sergeant 
Scott Johnson of Altona North 
police, for his rapid, efficient and 
courteous response to my request 
for information regarding my late 
sister-in-law, Mary Burgess. 

Though it was sad to learn of 
her passing, it was a relief to know 
why contact had been lost. Her son 
Peter was mistaken in thinking we 
had been informed of her demise, 
however, I am sure it must have 
been a traumatic time for the 
family, and not neglect on his 
part to contact me. 

We would not have known 
the facts were it not for Sgt 
Johnson’s involvement, and I do 
thank him for his inquiries and 
subsequent report. 

On behalf of all the family, 
here in the UK, please accept our 
sincere gratitude for your efforts. 

WIN DAVIES, KINGS NORTON, 
BIRMINGHAM,UK 
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BEHINDTHEBADGE 


LUKE SHORE 


BY TANYA REES 


RANK Constable 
AGE 24 

GRADUATED 2008 


DUTIES... I am completing my two-year training period at Melbourne 
East police station. I can be doing anything from working in the watch 
house to patrolling out on foot or car. We cover a lot of sporting events 
and demonstrations. We also have the Safe Streets Taskforce in 
operation that keeps us busy on Friday and Saturday nights. 

WHY POLICING?... My dad was killed by a drink-driver in Neerim South 
when I was seven years old. I think that had a big impact on why I joined 
Victoria Police, to help ensure that others don’t have to go through what 
I did. I also have two uncles with Victoria Police - Sergeant Graham 
Rogers at Camberwell and Senior Constable John Hatswell at Moe. 

HE SAYS ... I love police work because it gives me the opportunity to 
interact with the community and make those doing the wrong thing 
accountable for their actions. I work with a fantastic group of people 
in a strong team environment. Everyone is self-motivated and works 
towards the same goal. I can’t see myself doing anything else. 

DID YOU KNOW? ... Constable Luke Shore has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in History and Philosophy from Monash University. 

IN THE FUTURE ... I am happy staying at Melbourne East and gaining 
more operational experience. I would like to become a part of the 
Crime Investigation Unit in the long-term because I think it would be a 
challenging and rewarding career path. I can’t lift a 300-kilogram bench 
press like some of the guys so I’ll have to give the Force Response Unit 
or Special Operations Group a miss. 



EQUIPMENTSHOWCASE 


TASERS 


IN A VICTORIAN-FIRST, POLICE IN TWO RURAL AREAS 
ARE TRIALLING THE USE OF TASERS. 


P olice in Bendigo and Morwell 
began triallingTasers last 
month in a Victorian-first. 

All general duties and Traffic 
Management Unit members in 
the two areas have undergone 
training to usetheTasers, as part of 
updated safety and tactics training. 

ATaser will only be used to 
prevent death or serious injury and 
will be carried by a member who is 


workingtwo-up or more, in addition 
to their firearm. 

The pilot follows more than two 
years’extensive research into the 
effectiveness and safety issues 
surroundingthe use of the devices. 

Prior to the pilot, only police 
members in the Critical Incident 
Response Team and Special 
Operations Group were equipped 
withTasers. 



BOOKREVIEW 


THE QUEST 
FOR JUSTICE 

KEN CRISPIN 


A FORMER JUDGE REVEALS AN EVALUATION OF THE 
LEGAL SYSTEM AFTER WITNESSING THE ANGUISH OF 
THOSE CRYING OUT FOR JUSTICE. 


A ustralia’s highly complex criminal justice system is one of the 

cornerstones of western society, and has evolved to include a respect 
for social values and the rights of individuals. But are we any safer 
because of it? 

Supreme Court judge Ken Crispin draws on his experience and 
PhD in ethics to produce an informative and philosophical analysis 
of the strengths and weaknesses of the legal system. 

The Quest for Justice is an easily comprehensible read that provides 
a definitive guide to justice. 


[IN QL EST 11 Ht 

JUSTICE 

KEN CRISPIN 
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VICTORIA POLICE 


T he Victoria Police Air Wing has added 
another helicopter to its fleet. 

The Eurocopter AS 365 N3 helicopter will be 
the Air Wing’s primary aircraft while the other 
AS 365 N3 Dauphin will be shared with Air 
Ambulance Victoria. 

The helicopter is fitted with improved pilot 
and observer ergonomics, a moving map 
system and surveillance systems. 

Last year, the Air Wing was involved in 
about 5300 tasks, 356 involved searching 
for missing people. 


TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 


A traffic operation on the 
Mornington Peninsula in 
July saw police nab one 
in 50 motorists tested 
for drink-driving. 

Operation Back Roads 
targeted traffic offences 
in and around Rye and 
Sorrento. 

Of the 859 motorists 
breath tested, 17 
motorists exceeded 
the legal limit with 
nine of those returning 
readings higher than 
0.10. The highest 
reading came in at 0.16 
- more than three 
times the legal limit. 


T emperatures in the Alpine area are dropping but speed enforcement 
is heating up, with the Air Wing helping catch speeding motorists on 
their way to the slopes. 

The Air-Tector method, which detects speeding motorists from the sky, 
will add to the marked and unmarked police cars and motorcycles patrolling 
roads leading to the snow in a bid to reduce road trauma this winter. 

Last year’s snow season saw five people die on the roads to and from 
Mount Buller, and 17 people seriously injured. 


1.Chopper 
show-stopper 


2. Booze 
blitz 


3. Snow down bunnies 


4. New police 
stations open 


Police stations have opened in Box 
Hill, Melbourne North and Lilydale. 

The state-of-the-art purpose-built 

police stations feature the latest in environmentally-friendly 

sustainable design. 



TIED UP IN COURT 


As evidence was given, the judge noticed 
something unusual and asked the defendant 
to step closer to the bench. 


“That’s an interesting tie you’re wearing. It’s the 
tie of my old law firm. I can tell by the unusual 
insignia. And I think you’ve stolen it from me.” 

It was later revealed the defendant had seen 
the tie in the back of the judge’s car and pinched 
it for the hearing. 

The judge decided to stand down from 
hearing the case on the grounds that he 
was no longer impartial. 

Herald Sun 


A man appearing before a magistrate, charged 
with a minor offence, left committing a much 
more serious crime against fashion when he 
dressed up for the occasion. 


DUMB AND DUMBER 

A man will have his firearms licence withdrawn 
and firearms confiscated after what seemed like a 
bit of fun left two men in hospital requiring surgery. 

The men were sharing a few beers one Sunday 
evening when they thought it would be interesting 
to shoot one another with an air rifle to see if it 
would penetrate their skin or if it would hurt. 

Police believe the two 34-year-olds have taken 
it in turns to shoot one another in the buttocks 
and leg about 5.30pm. 

Other than a bit of pain, the men from the 
Grampians thought they were fine. 

Two days later, both men were admitted to hospital 
and required surgery to remove slug pellets from 
their buttocks and legs. 

The men will be interviewed by police at a later 
date dueto their medical condition and Horsham 
police will continue to investigate. 


E°0 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 





o SWITZERLAND 

i Swiss police are using a guardian angel to 
! encourage motorists to slow down. Fribourg police 
I employed a winged man dressed in white to stand at 
| the roadside to remind drivers to go slow. The actor 
| waves and flaps his wings at motorists travelling too 
| fast. He is the real-life version of an angel featuring in 
| the initiative’s TV commercials who is hit by a young 
! motorist as he hurriedly drives out of his garage. 


USA 

Police in Boise, Idaho, may have finally caught 
the ‘Condiment Criminal’. Joy Cassidy, 74, was 
arrested after pouring mayonnaise in the Ada 
County library’s book drop box. Police said she 
was “a person of interest in at least 10 other 
condiment-related crimes”. Books were reportedly 
being covered in corn syrup and ketchup. 


5. Plants 
seized in 
drug raid 


7 Wee, wee, wee 
all the way home 


8.0RU 

saturates 

Ballarat 


Police seized more than 200 
marijuana plants and about 
30kg of dried cannabis in 
a raid on a Melton South 
house on 2 June. 

Melton police swooped on 
the Faircroft Drive property 
about 4pm and found 206 
plants ranging from 30cm to 
1.5 metres in height, as well 
as the dried cannabis. 

Police arrested a 54-year- 
old man and a 51-year-old 
woman. The man has been 
charged with possess, 
cultivate and traffick 
commercial quantity 
of cannabis. The woman 
was released pending 
further inquiries. 


P olice have reunited a dog and a pig found 
wandering the streets of Whittlesea with 
their relieved owners. 

The unlikely duo were discovered running 
tandem on Milky Lane by police, prompting a 
public appeal. 

Whittlesea police’s Leading Senior 
Constable Mick Hall said the pair had 
obviously come from the one home. “They 
act like a pair of pork chops when you try 
to separate them,” he said. “They’re lying 
all cuddled up together on the front lawn 
waiting for their owners.” 



Police saturated Ballarat’s 
CBD in June to clean up 
the streets. 

About 30 members from 
the Operations Response 
Unit (ORU) worked with 
Ballarat police targeting 
crime, public order and 
traffic offences. 

The highly-visible weekend 
operation saw police arrest 
five people, issue 20 penalty 
notices, speak to more than 
440 people and prepare 
briefs for two people for 
street offences. 

The ORU was formed in 
March in a bid to address 
problem spots across 
Victoria. 



9. Costly outing 


A Shepparton motorist who declined to 
pay a $50 delivery fee to have newly 
purchased furniture delivered home was 
slapped with a $478 fine for breaching 
width requirements. 

Shepparton police inspector Ian Bull was 
driving down The Boulevard when he saw 
a vehicle with several boxes of furniture 
protruding out of the car boot and window. 

Insp Bull said the driver should have 
known better. 

“This motorist put himself, his front seat 
passenger, other motorists, cyclists and 
pedestrians at risk of injury for the sake 
of saving $50,” he said. 



10. Spate of 
stolen sheep 

P olice are appealing for help after 
several reports of sheep thefts in 
Victoria’s north-east over the past 
six months. 

More than 170 Merino and Dorper 
lambs have been reported stolen 
in six incidents at properties in 
Upotipotpon, Boho South, Earlston 
and Coomboona. 

Anyone with information regarding 
these thefts is asked to contact 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 



NUMBER CRUNCHING 


1 

two 

$34 

1000 ' 

\ _ _ / 

32 


1700 ' 

$1.5 millioi 


Police detected a motorist twice within 
two hours for drink-driving in Windsor. 
The Ormond man was issued with a 
penalty notice and will cop a $350 fine 
and six-month loss of licence. 

| \ 

Police seized $34,000 in 
counterfeit money and drug 
manufacturing equipment while 
executing a search warrant on a 
Sunshine North house in June. 

V 

The number of 
motorcyclists who 
died on Victorian 
roads from 1 January 
to 30 June. 

The number of 
recruits to join 
Victoria Police over 
the next five years. 

A 26-year-old man will face court on drug-related charges after 

Drug Taskforce detectives uncovered an extensive marijuana crop 
in Cairnlea. 

Detectives executed a search warrant on a house on 30 June, 
uncovering a sophisticated hydroponics set up with more than 400 
marijuana plants with an estimated street value of $1.5 million. 
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CAREER? 


* # 


VICTORIA POLICE IS LOOKING FOR PEOPLE 
WHO ARE MOTIVATED AND INSPIRED AND IN 
RETURN OFFERS A LIFE-LONG CAREER WITH 
ENDLESS CHOICES AND OPPORTUNITIES. 


THE RECRUITING PROCESS 

Victoria Police is looking for people who: 

11 Seek a varied, challenging and satisfying career 

11 Value teamwork and diversity 

11 Display maturity, initiative and ethical behaviour 

' ] Tolerate stress 

11 Are committed to helping others 

11 Display good communication skills 

11 Act responsibly and are accountable for their actions 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 

W hat do a travel agent, radio 
announcer, arborist, bar 
tender and a magician all have 
in common? 

They have all gone on to become 
Victoria Police members. 


Recruitment selection is a 
rigorous process that involves 
a pre-entrance exam, covering 
spelling and comprehension, 
maths, English, reasoning 
ability and a writing task, 
followed by an interview at a 
police station, an agility test, 
psychological screening, a 
medical examination, background 
and driving history check and a 
selection panel interview. 


For more information, 
contact the Recruiting Services 
Branch via SMS on 132 001 or 
visit www.policecareer.vic.gov.au 
on the Internet. 


[os: 


A major statewide recruitment 
campaign has begun, calling for 
motivated and innovative people 
to consider a career in policing. 
The campaign comprises a series 
of newspaper, magazine and 
online advertisements as well 
as television advertising. 

It does not matter what your 
previous career, Victoria Police 
is looking to attract recruits 
from diverse backgrounds with 
different life experience. 

The recruiting campaign 
aims to meet a State Government 
commitment to boost police 
numbers by 1700 to bolster 
the existing 11,500-strong 
membership. 


Chief Commissioner Simon 
Overland said Victoria Police was 
committed to finding people with 
the skills and qualities needed to 
become police. 

“We want the best people. 

It’s about whether they’ve got 
the skill and ability to do the 
job,” Mr Overland said. 

“It is not for everyone and 
we are looking for people who 
clearly demonstrate and uphold 
Victoria Police’s values. 

“The community has high 
expectations of their police and 
we must attract the best people. 
Joining Victoria Police is not just 


about having a job, it is about 
embracing a career which 
offers a wide range of different 
and challenging roles. Few 
professions can match the 
diversity of police work.” 

Just like any other job, 
sometimes police have to get in 
early and work back late, they 
need to attend meetings, undertake 
training and work as part of a team. 

You need to be good with 
numbers, details and at 
finishing what you start. 

But unlike many ordinary 
jobs, this one leads to an 
extraordinary career. ■ 


INFORMATION SESSIONS 





4 *^ Monday, 16 August 

11% Wangaratta RSL, 78 Reid 

Street, Wangaratta, 6.30pm 

PO 

Friday, 20 August 

ACU Aquinas Campus, 1200 

Mair Street, Ballarat, 6.15pm 

23 

Monday, 23 August 

The Morwell Club, 136 Helen 
Street, Morwell,6.30pm 



25 


Wednesday, 25 August 

Bairnsdale RSL, 2 Forge Creek 
Road, Bairnsdale, 7pm 


30 


Monday, 30 August 

Irymple Football Club, 

Karadoc Avenue, Irymple, 7pm 


02 


Thursday, 2 September 

Wodonga Senior Secondary 
College, Woodland Street, 
Wodonga, 6.30pm 
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SEVENTEEN 
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EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD & 
ANNA ERBREDERIS 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


S tanding on the parade 
ground in her uniform for 
the first time, recruit Stephanie 
Attard is beaming with pride. 

Her uniform is pressed, her 
shoes are polished, her hair is 
tied back and she cannot hide her 
smiles. It is a proud moment she 
shares with her squad mates. 

But not only is she sharing the 
moment with her squad mates, 
she is sharingthe experience 
with more than 1300 followers 
on social networking site, Twitter. 

In a Victoria Police-first, Recruit 
Attard gives an insight into life 
as a recruit at the Victoria Police 
Academy with the world via Twitter. 

Armed with an iPad, 21-year-old 
Recruit Attard, ‘tweets’ every 
day between 7am and 5pm - 
between classes, of course - 
about her time at the Academy. 

Already her followers on 
Twitter have followed her journey 
from civilian to recruit which 
involved taking out her nose 
ring on the first day. 



@kellie70 @Vic Pol Recruit I am 
loving your tweets, good luck in your 
law exam:) 


@unique7117 @VicPolRecruit 
Good luck with the training. You’re 
very lucky to be in the position you 
are in now!:) 


@2q2w @VicPolRecruit Hi Steph 
glad to hear family night went 
well. Sounds like you are enjoying 
yourtraining luvdoddi. 


“I invite anyone interested in 
Victoria Police to follow my Twitter 
feed throughout my 23-week 
journey,” she said. 

“I will tweet about the 
good, the bad, the tough and 
the sad, so people thinking 
about joining Victoria Police 
will be able to get a real insight 
into life at the Academy.” 

Recruit Attard tells of learning 
about legislation and evidence 
collection, meeting Chief 
Commissioner Simon Overland, 
through to room inspections, 
fitness training and cold showers. 

She answers questions and 
provides advice to potential 
applicants based on her 
experience. 

Recruit Attard first applied to 
join Victoria Police when she was 
18, but was advised to apply again 
when she had more life experience. 

She then worked at Australian 
Customs and in a juvenile detention 
centre and completed a Bachelor of 
Social Sciences (Criminal Justice) 
before reapplying this year. 

“I’ve always wanted to join the 
police, as I’ve always admired them 
from a young age,” she said. 

“I want to be challenged 
throughout my career with 
Victoria Police and to work in 
an environment where every 
day is different. I think I will 
find that in this job.” ■ 


You can watch Recruit Attard 
on YouTube at www.youtube. 
com/VPBlueTube or follow 
her at twitter.com/vicpolrecruit 
on Twitter. 



RECRUIT’S WORDS 

.01 Stephanie Attard shares 
her experiences as a recruit 
with Chief Commissioner 
Simon Overland. 
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FOR ALL 



AS THE RECRUITING CAMPAIGN RAMPS UP, FOUR POLICE OF 
INDIAN HERITAGE TELL WHYTHEYTHINK POLICING ISACAREER 
TO BE PROUD OF. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY BEN EDWARDS 


JOIN NOW 

.01 The four are among 34 Victorian 
police of Indian background. 


^ I n Victoria Police there is 
I nothing black, nothing white. 

It’s all about blue,” Constable 
Manjot Singh said with a smile. 

He sat, in blue, in a room full 
of journalists from Indian media 
organisations in May. 

The journalists were invited 
to meet the Transit Safety Division’s 
Const Singh and three other 
police with Indian backgrounds 
to give an insight into working for 
Victoria Police. 


The four police had few things 
in common apart from their career 
choice and skin colour on their 
first meeting, but soon realised 
they shared many of the same 
experiences during their first 
years in Australia. 

Const Singh found life difficult 
in Australia. He did everything he 
could to fit in with the Australian 
culture from tasting meat pies 
to buying a barbecue, but it took 
years for him to adjust to life 
before joining Victoria Police. 

From then on, his opinions 
of Australia changed and things 
were looking up. 


“Victoria has one of the largest, 
most diverse communities in 
Australia. What I’ve realised 
since working at Victoria Police is 
that I work as an ambassador for 
the Indian community and police,” 
he said. 

Melbourne West police station’s 
Senior Constable Ash Dixit had 
not contemplated a career as a 
policeman. He had a business 
degree and was working in a bank. 

“It all happened by chance. My 
housemate did some shopping at 
the Victoria Police Museum and 
he had a bag that said ‘join now’. I 
gave them a call and was surprised 
to hear that they said ‘yes, you can 
join’,” Sen Const Dixit said. 

However, he had to face his 
toughest challenge, something 
he found more difficult than moving 
to a foreign country - he had to 
learn how to swim to be accepted 
into the Victoria Police Academy. 


1 remember when I was a student I would not have approached police. 
That was how things were overseas. It's Important Indian people 
know things are different here." 
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Leading Senior Constable Dinesh Nettur travelled 
the world and tried various jobs before be came 
across the right career. 


“I tried and almost gave up. 

It took me nearly 10 months to 
learn,” he said. 

“Then, when I went to do 
the Academy exam I wasn’t the 
last one to get to the end of the 
pool. It surprised me.” 

Sen Const Dixit has been 
in Australia for 11 years and 
has spent the past seven with 
Victoria Police. 

“I remember when I was 
a student I would not have 
approached police. That was 
how things were overseas. It’s 
important Indian people know 
things are different here,” he said. 


Leading Senior Constable 
Dinesh Nettur travelled the world 
and tried various jobs before he 
came across the right career. 

“I’ve worked as a bus boy in 
nightclubs, a taxi driver one 
summer in Geelong and I worked 
overseas for some time,” he said. 

“The Academy was tough. I had 
no knowledge of law. I had studied 
biology and nursing.” 

Ldg Sen Const Nettur is 
now a Multicultural Liaison 
Officer working with diverse 
communities to promote 
relationships with police. 


“Our Indian population has 
increased significantly in the 
past few years and we really need 
people of Indian background 
who are good speakers and who 
understand the culture,” he said. 

Knowledge of the Indian culture 
and language has been useful 
for Mordialloc police’s Constable 
Dilbar Singh. 

“I have gone to incidents where 
the families couldn’t speak English 
and I have helped them put 
together their statements,” he said. 

Constables Dilbar Singh and 
Manjot Singh assisted the family of 
three-year-old Gurshan Singh who 
died in March after disappearing 
from his Lalor home. 

The members translated for 
the family and helped them make 
decisions about the boy’s funeral. 


“It’s not an easy job to do, but 
it’s very rewarding,” Const Dilbar 
Singh said. 

“You’ll be a leader. You’ll go 
to a scene and sometimes you’ll 
be the first one there and you 
have to take charge.” 

Life in Australia has changed 
significantly for the four police. 
However, their goals remain the 
same and they are all proud of 
their career choice. 

“We have a word in Punjabi 
and Hindi, it’s ‘seva’, it means free 
service,” Const Manjot Singh said. 

“They say that if you do ‘seva’, 
if you do service, you’re blessed. 

I believe that Victoria Police is 
giving me the opportunity to do 
service for all communities.” ■ 
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SERVING SEASIDE 

.01 Senior Sergeant PhiL Bogle and 
Sergeant Linda Dillon chat with 
tourists Grace Cabatington and 
Salvador Reyes on the Lakes 
Entrance bridge. 

.02 Leading Senior Constable Ross 
Martin liaises with a senior 
fisheries officer. Lakes Entrance 
members often work in tandem 
with the Department of Fisheries. 



NESTLED ALONG THE EDGE OF NINETY MILE BEACH,THE GIPPSLAND 
LAKES AND ROARING SURF BREAKS, IT IS EASY TO SEE WHY LAKES 
ENTRANCE IS A POPULAR HOLIDAY DESTINATION. POLICE LIFE DROPPED 
IN ON THE SEASIDE TOWN TO SEE HOW ITS POLICE MEMBERS WERE 
WORKING TO BRINGTHECOMMUNITYCLOSER. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL MARK TESORIERO 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 



Timeline 


A fter a four-hour drive east of 
Melbourne, the view from 
Jemmy’s Point as you enter Lakes 
Entrance is a stunning reward. 

Snaking down the Princes 
Highway towards town, the 
mouth of the Gippsland Lakes 
sparkle in the mid afternoon sun 
as it feeds out into Bass Strait. 

Waters from Reeve Channel 
lap the sandy banks of Rigby 
Island, making it a popular 
detour for playful dolphins 
shooting in from the ocean. 


It is a daily reminder to locals of 
the charmed spot in which they live. 

It can also prove therapeutic. 

When a series of tragic road 
deaths cruelled the town last year, 
Lakes Entrance police’s Senior 
Constable Robert Herbert said 
police members turned to the 
water to unwind. 

“We all live so close so we 
can usually have the boat in 
the water within 15 minutes 
after a shift,” he said. 

“We had a period last year 
when there were a few fatalities 
on the roads and some suicides 
in a short period of time and it 
affected everyone. 


“Going out on the water, whether 
for a fish or a surf, you are able to 
debrief a little bit and you feel a bit 
better when you next go to work.” 

Lakes Entrance, which has a 
population fast approaching 6000, 
has developed over the years from 
a sleepy refuge into a bustling 
workplace for local police. 

Sergeant Geoff Burnett 
estimated that the station 
processed about 300 briefs 
of evidence per year, which 
equates to nearly 30 per person. 

“That’s quite a bit for a non 
24-hour station,” he said. 

Thel 6-hour station just off 
the Princes Highway is manned 
by 11 senior constables, two 
sergeants, one senior sergeant 
and one unsworn member. 

It closes at midnight, opening 
again at 8am, but has two police 
on call for emergencies. 

Its response zone covers nearby 
Metung and Swan Reach to the 
west, halfway to Bairnsdale in the 
east, and the one-man station to 
the north in Buchan. 

continued page 14 ... 



9.00am 


Sen Sgt Phil Bogle and Sgt Linda Dillon catch up with respected community 
member Cath Soloman out the front of the Lakes Entrance police station. 


Staff member Sue Hine discusses work with Senior Constable Jeff Cross inside the 
police station. 
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"Anyone causing trouble is banned from the town's 
hotels and they're given a letter inviting them to the 
next liquor accord meeting to explain their actions." 


from page 13... 

The nearest police station 
is more than 40km away at 
Bairnsdale. 

Officer in charge Senior Sergeant 
Phil Bogle said being isolated 
had helped members deal more 
effectively with the public. 

“It teaches you to talk to 
people,” he said. 

“If your nearest help is in 
Bairnsdale and something 
goes wrong, you have to talk 
your way out of it and make 
effective decisions on your own.” 

He said police deal with 
an array of crimes including 
domestic violence and assaults, 
thefts and robberies. 

Their workload peaks 
dramatically during summer 
when the population swells 
from 6000 to about 40,000. 

The station receives seven 
additional staff, two sergeants 
and five senior constables, 
during summer when it opens 
24 hours a day. 


Like many major cities and 
towns across Australia, alcohol 
abuse poses a significant problem 
for police to address. 

Members meet with the 
local liquor accord members 
every three months to discuss 
issues arising in town. 

“Anyone causing trouble is 
banned from the town’s hotels 
and they’re given a letter 
inviting them to the next liquor 
accord meeting to explain their 
actions,” Sen Sgt Bogle said. 

“If they fail to turn up they’re 
effectively banned until they attend 
a meeting to explain themselves.” 

Lakes Entrance is home to a 
large indigenous community, 
which accounts for about 10 per 
cent of the town’s population, 
according to Sen Sgt Bogle. 


About eight kilometres away 
is picturesque Lake Tyers a 
stunning 4000-acre reserve that 
was a former Church of England 
mission established in 1861. 

Freehold title for the land 
was granted in 1971 to the Lake 
Tyers Aboriginal Trust, which 
manages the area on behalf 
of about 120 residents. 

In addition to housing, residents 
at Lakes Tyers have access to a day 
care centre, medical centre, TAFE- 
affiliated training, cattle farm and 
transport into town. 

The station’s Police Aboriginal 
Liaison Officer, Sergeant Linda 
Dillon, said police attended Lake 
Tyers every Monday for an after¬ 
school program with youngsters. 

“We’re trying to make ourselves 
more available and hopefully in 
turn that encourages community 
members to come forward and 
contact police if they have a 
problem,” she said. 

Working closer with the 
indigenous community was a 
priority, Sen Sgt Bogle said. 

All Lakes Entrance members - 
including some of those working 
temporarily over summer - undergo 
cultural awareness training to 
provide a better understanding of 
indigenous history, customs and 
cultural practices. 


A program to help combat 
problems on New Year’s Eve has 
also been initiated in partnership 
with local elders. 

Lakes Entrance, a popular 
New Year’s Eve destination for 
Victorians, has had its share of 
problems in the past. 

During last year’s celebrations, 

17 people were arrested and seven 
police injured in a brawl along the 
main street. 

Koori marshals, who wear 
high-visibility vests, have been 
a part of New Year’s Eve 
celebrations for the past four 
years, assisting police to maintain 
safety at public gatherings. 

Sen Sgt Bogle said they worked 
with police to “quell any simmering 
problems before they escalated”. 

They have access to a bus to 
transport individuals back to their 
family home if necessary. 

Youth mentoring is also a focus 
for Lakes Entrance’s police, with 
four members participating 
in a program aligned with the 
Gippsland East Local Learning 
and Employment Network. 

Susan Hine, the station’s only 
unsworn member, catches up 
for an hour once a week with a 



Lakes Entrance members take a closer look at the Department of Fisheries Sen Sgt Phil Bogle stops in on local newsagent Joe Lamana to catch up on news, 

patrol boat. The boat is used to conduct joint operations in waters around 
Lakes Entrance. 
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HOLIDAYTOWN 

.03 Ldg Sen Const Ross Martin is 
welcomed aboard a Department 
of Fisheries patrol boat. 

.04 Senior constables David 

Armistead and Robert Herbert 
take in the view from Jemmy’s 
Point before heading back to 
the station. 


15-year-old indigenous girl she has 
mentored for the past five months. 

“I’m really enjoying it, it’s very 
rewarding,” said Ms Hine, whose 
father is also indigenous. 

“At the moment we’re working 
with the family historical society 
to help her find her family because 
both her parents are deceased.” 

Sgt Dillon, another youth 
mentor, said participants were 
not necessarily those that had 
come into contact with police. 

“Some may have problems at 
home, or have a high absentee 
rate from school,” she said. 

“They might need someone 
to show some interest, or to 
provide exposure to ideas and 
resources they may not have 
access to at home.” 

An extension of youth 
mentoring is evidenced through 
the AusKick program that police 
run with local schools. 

Leading Senior Constables 
Ross Martin and Simon Elliott 
visit schools each Tuesday with 
colleagues to administer the clinics, 
which have run successfully for 
about four years. 

The group was part of the 
half-time entertainment for 
the AFLs Dreamtime match 
between Richmond and 
Essendon at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on 22 May. 




Sen Sgt Phil Bogle and Sgt Linda Dillon cross the bridge that connects the main Sgt Linda Dillon chats with a local fisherman by the water after finishing 

street of town to the beach. his day’s work. 
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CONNECTING 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


G lenrowan’s lone policeman 
is glad he was not around in 
the 1880s. He stands on the 
site where blood was shed - 
the blood of Victoria Police 
members, helpless victims 
and that of known criminals. 

Had he been there 130 years 
ago, Leading Senior Constable 
Neville Barrow may have been 
holed up in the Glenrowan Inn, 
held prisoner to Ned Kelly and his 
gang of dangerous bushrangers. 

However, today he can relax 
in the now quiet, sleepy town. 

Ned Kelly was captured in 
Glenrowan in June 1880 and 
five months later was hanged 
at Melbourne Gaol. 


AUGUST 2010 POLICELIFE 






POLICE LIFE VISITED TH E SITE OF EVENTS THAT 
RESULTED IN THE CAPTURE OF BUSHRANGER 
NED KELLY AND HIS GANG. 



Years after the events, the town 
is largely known for its Kelly history. 

Every store in the main street 
has some reference to Ned Kelly 
or the Kelly Gang. 

It seems the only place without 
signage referencing the Kellys is the 
Glenrowan police station, and Ldg 
Sen Const Barrow would like 
to keep it that way. 

“The history is down that end of 
the town, this is the police station,” 
he said when Police Life visited. 

Glenrowan, part of what is 
known as Kelly Country, is home 
to about 1200 people. The town 
thrives on tourism with buses of 
tourists visiting to see the site 
where Ned Kelly and his gang of 
outlaws met their fate. 

It is a change from the days 
when the Kelly Gang stormed 
through the town on horseback 
taking 60 people hostage, including 
local policeman Constable Hugh 
Bracken, in the Glenrowan Inn. 


HISTORIC TOWN 

.01 He was not a history buff until he 
came to Glenrowan. 

.02 Ldg Sen Const Neville Barrow 
outside the historic inn. 


The Kelly Gang had become 
Australia’s most wanted and spent 
two years on the run after Ned 
allegedly assaulted a policeman 
at his family home. 

Ned and his gang went into 
hiding and were finally cornered 
by police in Stingybark Creek on 26 
October, 1878. A shootout erupted, 
resulting in three of the four police 
at the scene being killed. The group 
became known as the Kelly Gang at 
this stage and were on the run. 

On 27 June, 1880 at the 
Glenrowan Inn, the police 
manhunt reached its climax. 

A train full of police was sent to 
capture the Kelly Gang, but the 
Gang devised a plan to derail it 
and kill the police on board. 

The plan did not come to fruition. 
Police were warned their train 
would be ambushed, so they 
pulled up to the platform slowly 
and stopped before the site of the 
derailment. On reaching the town, 
they were involved in a shootout 
with the Gang at the Glenrowan Inn. 


This was the first time police 
were confronted by the bullet-proof 
iron suits worn by the Kelly Gang. 

Gang member Joe Byrne died 
after being shot in the groin and 
Dan Kelly and Steve Hart died inside 
the burning Inn. Ned Kelly appeared 
behind police, received 30 gunshot 
wounds and was taken into custody. 

Two civilians who were being 
held hostage and were caught in 
the crossfire died and others were 
wounded, some of whom died later. 

Two police were injured in the 
Glenrowan siege and tension 
was rife between the Kellys, their 
sympathisers and police, but Ldg 
Sen Const Barrow said there was no 
bad feelings towards police today. 

“That all happened in the 1880s 
and we’re in 2010 so policing has 
changed and people’s attitudes 
have changed as well,” he said. 

“There are quite a few 
descendents of the Kelly family 
who still live here. I have been asked 
whether there are any ongoing 
issues between the Kelly family and 
police, but it happened so long ago, 
there’s nothing there anymore.” 

Ldg Sen Const Barrow was 
never a history buff. He only 
learned about the Kelly Gang’s 
history when he took the job in 
the town five years ago. It is fitting 
though that he was formerly a 
blacksmith, an occupation common 
in the 1800s and one that is still 
seen around the town. 

A few metres away from the 
site of the old Glenrowan Inn is a 
blacksmith, who reconstructs the 
iron suits worn by the Kellys. 

“This town is driven by tourism, 
that’s what feeds the main street,” 
Ldg Sen Const Barrow said. 

However, the details of the 
events that happened so long 
ago are still being unveiled. 

On the day Police Life visited, 

Ldg Sen Const Barrow had just 
received word that bones found 
in an archaeological dig on the 
old Glenrowan Inn site, believed 
to be those of people involved in 
the siege, were not human. 


AMBUSH EXHIBITION 

A temporary Ned Kelly exhibition 
will be held in Beechworth. 

The expo will feature a range of 
Kelly-related items collected by 
the Victoria Police Museum from 
Saturday, 5 August to Saturday, 
20 November. 

Visit www.police.vic.gov.au/ 
content.asp?Document_ID=25475 
on the Internet to find out more. 


Other historical items continue 
to emerge. 

The Victoria Police Museum 
has taken ownership of a number 
of items belonging to Constable 
Thomas McIntyre, the sole surviving 
police member of the Stringybark 
Creek incident. Scrapbooks of his 
experiences, a map of Stringybark 
Creek and his walking stick are 
among items that have been 
donated to the museum by 
McIntyre family descendents. 

Ned Kelly’s bloodstained 
cartridge bag, worn during the 
Glenrowan siege, has been donated 
to the museum and a privately 
owned box belonging to Ann Jones, 
owner of the Glenrowan Inn, has 
been loaned to the museum. 

As Big Ned, a statue of the 
iron-clad bushranger, overlooks 
the town and the tourists flow 
in to pose beside it, Ldg Sen 
Const Barrow is quick to quell 
suggestions of Kelly heroism. 

“He’s not a hero to me. He 
caused the death of police 
members. I can see how some 
people might class him as a Robin 
Hood-type figure. But when you 
look at the facts he wasn’t like that. 

“At the end of the day he was 
processed to the full extent of 
the law.” ■ 


KELLY ARTEFACTS 

Kelly Gang historical items collected by the Victoria Police Museum: 

I ] Armours worn by Dan Kelly and Steve Hart. 

II Photos of the aftermath of the siege at the Glenrowan Inn. 

[ l A box belonging to the Inn’s owner Ann Jones has been loaned 
to the museum. 

I ] Manuscripts written by Constables Thomas McIntyre detailing the 

events at Stringybark Creek, his walking stick, scrapbooks and a map 
of Stringybark Creek. 

' ] Ned Kelly’s bloodstained cartridge bag recovered by police at Glenrowan. 

II A revolver believed to have belonged to Ned Kelly. 

I ] Police correspondence about the hunt for the Kelly Gang including 
Wanted posters. 

Visit the Victoria Police Museum at the corner of Flinders and Spencer 
streets, Melbourne. Opening hours are 10am to 4pm Monday to Friday. 
Entry is free. 
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NHOUSEFIRE 


FOUR BRAVE POLICEMEN SAVED A MAN AND HISTWO YOUNG 
BOYS FROM CERTAIN DEATH WHEN THEY SMASH ED THEIR WAY 
INTO A BLAZING HOUSE. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 

PHOTOGRAPHY LIZ GEORGES 


D andenong police’s Sergeant 
Richard Clayton modestly 
reflects on his brave actions which 
saved the lives of two young boys 
held captive in a burning house. 

"Anyone would do the same 
thing if they were there. We just 
wanted to get the kids out. Going 
into risky situations is part of the 
job,” he said. 

But this was no ordinary job. 


POLICE ATTENDANCE 

Police were called to attend a 
Dandenong North house on 11 
December, 2008 after receiving 
reports of a domestic dispute. 

The victim, Sanela Zlojic, who 
was now at another address, 
reported being assaulted by 
her estranged husband Sadik 
Sljivo and informed police her 
two children, Harum, three, and 
Adam, four, were with their father. 

When police attended the 
house they found security shutters 
on most of the windows. They 
proceeded down a walkway to 
the rear of the house where they 
could smell petrol. 


They found Sljivo and spoke to 
him through a locked security door, 
but he quickly slammed the door. 

Attempts to negotiate with him 
to release the children failed. 

“We could see a fair bit of 
smoke billowing from the house,” 
Sgt Clayton said. 

Sgt Clayton, Senior Constable 
Daniel Gathercole, Leading Senior 
Constable Christian Savage 
and Constable Jim Cole-Surjan 
smashed a number of windows to 
let the smoke escape while calling 
the CFA and ambulance. 

The four of them managed 
to pull a window shutter off its 
rails and could see Sljivo holding 
his children. 

“We could see a lot of flames 
inside, particularly in the kitchen.” 

They smashed the window 
and again demands were made to 
hand over the children, however, 
he refused. 


With the house engulfed in flames, the four 
policemen ensured the safety of the children 
and Sljivo. 
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I RAVE ACTIONS 

31 A domestic violence incident 
turned far more sinister. 

32 The four police were 
acknowledged for their 
courageous efforts. 


Police had to wrestle the man 
and his children out of the 
Dandenong North house. 



"On that night in December 2008, you saved the lives of young children.., 
You represent all that is fine about our police." 



m . 



“He was holding his kids 
under his arm and we could 
see that he had barricaded 
them inside the bedroom. 

“We could see the whole house 
was engulfed so our main concern 
was to get those kids out. We were 
really hoping for the best so we 
could get them out,” he said. 

Sgt Clayton climbed in through 
the window, wrestled with Sljivo 
and managed to free the children. 


Ldg Sen Const Savage also 
climbed inside and helped 
remove the children through the 
window. He assisted Sgt Clayton 
in forcefully removing Sljivo from 
the room through the window. 

With the house engulfed in 
flames, the four policemen 
ensured the safety of the children 
and Sljivo. They arranged suitable 
after-care for the mother and 
children while Sljivo was sent to 
Dandenong police station. 

RELATIONSHIP DETERIORATION 

The near-tragedy followed a fight 
between Sljivo and Zlojic, as their 
relationship crumbled. 

Sljivo and Zlojic had been in a 
relationship since 1998 but by late 
2008 there were difficulties. 

On 10 December, 2008, an 
argument broke out, prompting 
Zlojic to call police. 

The County Court heard Sljivo 
grabbed the phone and a large 
knife, grabbing Zlojic by the throat 


holding her against the wall while 
professing his love for her. He then 
hit or scratched her with the knife. 

Sljivo dragged Zlojic to a couch, 
while hugging and kissing her but 
also threatening to kill her. 

He then threatened to kill 
himself and pour petrol over the 
house before setting it alight. 

Zlojic managed to escape and 
called police. 

Slijvo remained in the house 
and poured petrol over the bed 
in the main bedroom. 

The court heard he then 
turned the gas knobs on the 
stove and jammed them into 
position with a soup ladle. 


In sentencing Sljivo on 14 
September, Judge Gerard Mullaly 
told the court: “It can be seen that 
you were making determined steps 
to cause a catastrophic fire.” 

THE SENTENCE 

Sljivo, 33 at the time, pleaded 
guilty to one count of common law 
assault, two counts of threats to 
kill, one count of arson, and two 
counts of conduct endangering life. 

He was jailed for 414 years and 
ordered to serve at least 27 months. 

HIGH PRAISE 

Judge Mullaly commended the 
bravery of the police involved. 

“If I may speak as it were to 
them, and say that each of you 
can go forward in your careers 
with the almost certain knowledge 
that on that night in December 
2008, you saved the lives of young 
children, as well as Mr Sljivo. You 
represent all that is fine about our 
police and the community owes 
you a particular debt that I wish 
to publicly acknowledge.” 

In April, Ldg Sen Const Savage 
and Sgt Clayton were presented 
with Chief Commissioner’s 
Commendations for their efforts 
and Sen Const Gathercole and 
Const Cole-Surjan received Highly 
Commended Certificates. ■ 


The County Court heard Sljivo grabbed the phone and a large knife, 
grabbing Zlojic by the throat holding her against the wall while 
professing his love for her. 
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DETECTIVE 
SENIOR SERGEANT 



JEFF l 

COCKS 


A young Jeff Cocks entered 
the Victoria Police Academy 
fresh from an 18-month tour of 
Australia, two decades ago. 

The deputy squad leader of 
Squad 1 of 1990 had aspirations 
to join the Dog Squad. 

Twenty years on, Detective 
Sergeant Jeff Cocks concedes his 
career took a different path than 
initially planned, but he has found 
his niche in investigations. 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


Having always enjoyed the 
“thrill of the hunt”, Det Sgt Cocks 
said being a part of a team involved 
with a successful operation and 
prosecution was what he enjoyed 
most about the work. 

“I love the investigative side of 
the job and that is the area I would 
like to remain in for my career. 

Joining Victoria 
Police was a 
career for me 
and I will be 
here for the 
rest of my 
working days.” 
After 

graduating, 

Det Sgt Cocks 
went on to 
enjoy stints at 

.01 


Richmond police station, Avondale 
Heights and Moonee Ponds District 
Support Group before moving to 
Coburg police station in 1995 and 
being promoted to senior constable. 

He later moved to Brunswick 
CIB in 1998. About this time, Det 
Sgt Cocks was hospitalised after 
saving a man from a burning 
Carlton apartment. He received a 
commendation for his efforts which 
saw him admitted to John Fawkner 
Hospital with smoke inhalation. 

In August 2003, he was promoted 
to sergeant at Flemington police, 
and then went on to work at 
Broadmeadows/Fawkner RRU 
before being promoted to the Crime 
Department in December 2006. 

Det Sgt Cocks was seconded to 
the then newly-formed Santiago 
Taskforce in October 2008 to 
investigate a number of non-fatal 
shootings in the northern suburbs 
of Melbourne. 

He is learning Arabic in his 
free time, something he would 
not have imagined doing, when 
he first donned the blue uniform. 

Det Sgt Cocks joined his 
squad mates recently for their 
20-year reunion. 


Reflecting on his time in the 
Academy, Det Sgt Cocks laughed 
and said: “You were to run laps in 
your uniform at lunch and after 
hours if you were in trouble.” 

One of the most challenging 
times of his career was his 
involvement in Disaster Victim 
Identification (DVI) after major 
incidents. 

“DVI work is quite taxing. I was 
involved with families that lost 
loved ones in the Kerang train 
disaster and the Black Saturday 
bushfires. You never forget dealing 
with the families and the raw 
emotion of those who have lost 
their loved ones. 

“The families I dealt with 
really left an impact on me. I 
still have contact with some 
of those family members.” ■ 


BUDDING RECRUITS 

.01 A young Jeff Cocks with Squad 1 
of 1980 outside the Academy. 



Has one of your squad mates gone on to an impressive 
policing career? Potice Life wants to hear about them. Send 
suggestions to policelife-mgrfapolice.vic.gov.au via email. 
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PICTURE THIS 


We attended on the night and 
after speaking to Reg at home, went 
to the tavern and spoke with staff. 
After viewing the video footage we 
identified two people watching 
him very closely that fitted the 
descriptions provided by Reg. 

The next morning we 
disseminated their details 
internally and received a positive 
identification from members at 
Werribee’s Crime Investigation 
Unit and Geelong and Corio 
police stations. 

We travelled to Corio at 3pm 
and located the female in a nearby 
park and she was taken to Corio 
police station for questioning. An 
hour later detectives located the 
male in Corio and he was also 
questioned at the police station. 
Both were charged with robbery 
and causing injury in relation to 
Reg’s attack, and theft relating to 
a Plasma TV allegedly stolen days 
before from a supermarket. 

I have dealt with crimes of this 
nature in the past, but nothing of 
this magnitude in terms of the 


media attention with it being so 
close to Anzac Day. In addition to 
the police members who identified 
those involved, we also received a 
lot of positive identifications from 
the public through Crime Stoppers. 

Reg received some superficial 
injuries to his right elbow but apart 
from that, he didn’t seem to be too 
bad. He’s a real character and has 
a good family supporting him. 

It was good for the victim first of 
all, and pleasing for the detectives 
involved that we had the offenders 
in custody within 24 hours. We 
were extremely grateful for the 
assistance we received from our 
police colleagues and members 
of the public.” ■ 

Editor’s note: A 29-year-old 
man pleaded guilty to the charges 
in Melbourne Magistrates’ Court 
on 16 July 


DIGGER ATTACKED 


"After viewing the video footage we identified two 
people that were watching him very closely that 
fitted the descriptions provided by Reg." 


A callous attack on a World War II 
shocked the community days before Anzac Day. 
But within 24 hours, Victoria Police had two 
people in custody. Detective Senior Constable 
Michael Drew explained what happened. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL DETECTIVE SENIOR 
CONSTABLE MICHAEL DREW 

PHOTOGRAPHY THE HERALD & 
WEEKLY TIMES 


BRAZEN ATTACK 

.01 Reg Dickinson’s attackers were 
caught within 24 hours. 


^ A t about 7.30pm on 21 April, 
rl 96-year-old Reg Dickinson was 
on his way home after attending a 
local pokies venue, the Werribee 
Plaza Tavern. As he entered 
the gates of his nursing home 
in Hoppers Crossing, he was 
approached from behind by a 
male and female, who removed 
his back pack, which caused 
him to fall and become pinned 
underneath his motorised scooter. 
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POLICE ARE NEVER REALLY OFF-DUTY AS THREE MEMBERS OFTHE 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS GROUP CAN ATTEST 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY FAIRFAX PHOTOS 


BLACK PACK 

.01 There is a softer side to the elite 
Special Operations Group police. 


"It amazes me that there are people like you out 
there who go beyond the call." 


A rresting a violent offender 
or releasing hostages in a 
siege situation is all in a day’s 
work for Special Operations 
Group (SOG) members. 

At the end of the day however, 
stripped of their black overalls 
and changed into simple jeans 
and a t-shirt, three SOG members 
have saved lives in remarkable 
circumstances. 

Sitting quietly, Jim, an SOG 
member whose full name cannot 
be revealed, was travelling to 
work on an early morning train 
on 17 May when he heard a 
commotion a few seats away. 

“I’ve glanced up and seen a 
guy standing next to another guy 
trying to rouse him. I didn’t know 
what was happening initially. I 
just thought he’d fallen asleep, 
but then the guy was over him 
and I thought this isn’t right, 
something’s wrong,” he said. 



BobTrapnell was scrambling 
to help his friend, Mark Halson, 
who had collapsed and lost 
consciousness. Mr Halson did 
not know his luck.The policeman 
who would save his life was sitting 
only seats away. 

Knowing a little CPR, MrTrapnell 
was doing his best, but on seeing 
the situation worsen, Jim made his 
way over to help. 

“While I was walking over I 
pushed the train’s emergency 
button and told one of the guys 
sitting near it to monitor it and get 
an ambulance,” Jim said. 

“I tried to look for the vital signs 
and tried to speak to him to see if I 
could get a response, but there was 
nothing, he was just gasping for air 
with really short breaths and his 
eyes were glassy.” 

MrTrapnell said he thought his 
friend had suffered an asthma 
attack, so he and Jim laid him in the 
recovery position and began CPR. 
MrTrapnell gave mouth-to-mouth 
and Jim began pumping his heart. 

Other commuters watched 
helplessly as the train stopped at 
Glenferrie train station and soon 
after an ambulance arrived. 

“I had been doing CPR for quite 
a while at this time. It seemed like 
a while, but it probably wasn’t 
that long and he wasn’t 
responding,” Jim said. 





“I stepped back then and let the 
professionals do their job. They 
hit him with the defibrillator a 
few times. I was just helping out, 
holding the drips forthe ambos 
and consoling his friend. 

“He told me that he’d known 
Mark for years and that he was his 
best friend. My emergency role was 
finished so I was being more of a 
support for him to keep him out of 
the paramedic’s way.” 

Jim discovered that Mr Halson 
was a 44-year-old father of 
three with a history of heart 
complaints. He had undertaken 
tests only days earlier and was 
waiting for the results. 

The morningtrain ride had 
turned into a life-threatening 
experience for Mr Halson, who 
was transported to hospital, 
placed in a coma and diagnosed 
with having a heart attack. 

Jim, however, continued on his 
way to work. 

In January, another SOG member, 
Rhys, was on a night out with 
friends nearthe Yarra River in 
Melbourne when he saw a woman 
jump off a bridge into the river. 


Rhys noticed that she was 
making no attempts to stay 
afloat, and jumped in after her. 
Despite her protests, he kept her 
head above water and a nearby 
rowing crew assisted in bringing 
her safely to shore. 

“She may not have wanted to be 
saved at that time, but I’m glad that 
I was there to help out,” he said. 

Last November, Loretta O’Brien 
could not have been more thankful 
for her saviour, Heath. 

Heath, also an SOG member, 
was riding his bicycle home from 
work at about 4.45pm on 17 
November, when he came across 
a woman on the footpath near 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

“I saw a lady lying on the ground 
all twisted up with her bike on top 
of her,” Heath said. 

“I just assumed that she’d fallen 
off her bike and I thought the guy 
who was with her was her friend. 

As I was riding past I asked if he 
needed a hand and he said ‘yes’.” 

Ms O’Brien, in her mid-30s, had 
suffered a cardiac arrest and the 
man, Brian, had only just come 
across her. 


“I started ringing 000 and 
moved her into the coma position. 

I took her helmet off because 
the strap was around her neck 
and tilted her head back to open 
her mouth a bit. She was non- 
responsive,” Heath said. 

“I was trying to think of all the 
first aid that I’ve learned through 
our Operational Tactics and Safety 
Training. She was only slightly 
breathing. I was trying to look for 
a pulse, but I didn’t know if I just 
couldn’t find it, or if she didn’t have 
one. Then she started to turn blue 
and her eyes glazed over.” 

As Heath and Brian tried to get a 
response from Ms O’Brien, another 
woman rode past and identified 
herself as an intensive care nurse. 

“The nurse started doing chest 
compressions and I started doing 
mouth-to-mouth. She seemed 
to get a bit better, she still wasn’t 
responsive, but she had a bit more 
colour in her face,” Heath said. 

Minutes later an ambulance 
crew arrived and Ms O’Brien was 
taken to hospital. 


It was not until Heath received 
an unexpected card in the mail that 
he learned the full extent of Ms 
O’Brien’s condition. 

“I have you and the off-duty 
nurse to thank for being alive 
today,” Ms O’Brien stated in her 
card to Heath. 

“I had no cardiac history and 
have been riding my bike over that 
bridge on the way home from work 
for years so it was a complete 
shock to wake up in the Intensive 
Care Unit seven days later. 

“It amazes me that there are 
people like you out there who go 
beyond the call.” 

The black overall uniforms 
worn by SOG members are instantly 
identifiable. For these casually- 
dressed police however, they 
have shown that policing is not 
just an eight-hour job. 

“At work you’re prepared for 
the jobs you’re going to. You get 
a heads-up maybe five minutes 
beforehand telling you about the 
situation you’ll be confronted with. 
This was totally unexpected,” 

Heath said. 

“You’d hope that if someone 
found you in the same sort of 
circumstances that they would 
help you.” ■ 
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FALLEN FRIENDS 

.01 Sergeant Tim Evans, Senior 
Sergeant Peter Sambell and 
Acting Senior Sergeant PhiL 
Olsen reunited 10 years after 
the collision that killed their 
former colleagues. 

.02 The Victoria Police Pipe Band 
led the march at a memorial 
service for Robinson and 
Bateman in May. 




TIME HAS NOT HEALED THE LOSS FELT BY FAMILY, FRIENDS AND 
COLLEAGUES OF TWO NORTHCOTE POLICE WHO DIED 10 YEARS AGO. 
THEY, ALONG WITH THE 149 OTHER POLICE WHO HAVE DIED IN THE LINE 
OF DUTY, WILL BE REMEMBERED ATTHIS YEAR’S REMEMBRANCE DAY 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


N orthcote police station’s senior 
constables Fiona Robinson and 
Mark Bateman will not be forgotten. 

The police were responding to 
a burglary alarm on 20 May, 2000, 
when the divisional van they were 
travelling in collided with another 
vehicle on High Street, Northcote 
and rolled, killing them instantly. 

News spread quickly of the 
members’deaths. Colleagues 
rushed to the scene in the hope 
of helping their friends, but were 
too late to offer assistance and 
were turned away - the scene 
was too shocking, even for those 
who were hardened to the sight 
of road trauma. 


Sergeants Tim Evans and 
Phil Olsen were met with tears, 
anger and shock as they told the 
staff at Northcote police station 
what had unfolded. The close knit 
team had lost two of their most 
well-respected. 

Not long after the deaths of 
Robinson and Bateman, many of 
their workmates moved to other 
police stations, unable to bear 
working in the area with so many 
reminders of their friends. 

“There was a mass exodus 
at the station for months after 
the incident," Sgt Evans, now a 
detective at the Preston Crime 
Investigation Unit, said. 

“Members just couldn’t remain 
there because of the tragedy.” 

Sgt Olsen, who has now returned 
to Northcote police station as an 
acting senior sergeant, agreed. 

“Remembering what happened 
that night and memories of Mark 
and Fiona at the station was too 
much for some people,” he said. 

“For the members who attended 
the scene, it had a tragic effect 
on them, their careers and their 


personal life. It makes you 
rethink your priorities, especially 
regarding your family. 

“An incident such as this 
changes your life.” 

In the days that followed, Sen 
Const Robinson’s car sat in the 
car park of the police station. It 
stayed there for weeks until her 
family had a chance to pick it up. 

It was a sombre reminder of the 
collision and a reminder of the 
dangers police face every day. 

Victoria Police’s Fleet 
Equipment Fitting and 
Decommissioning manager 
Guy Flungerford said a study 
began with Monash University 
after the collision to assess the 
safety of all police vehicles. 

“The unfortunate loss of 
the two members prompted a 
comprehensive study to focus 
on vehicle safety,” he said. 

As a result, classifications 
were set for all Victoria Police 
vehicles, giving each a gold, silver, 
bronze or white rating with speed 
restrictions depending on the level 
of classification. 

“Victoria Police worked with 
GM Flolden vehicle engineers 
to develop a divisional van that 
met our priorities for safety as 
well as our functional needs,” 

Mr Flungerford said. 

“We put together the 
specifications for the car that 
we needed and the police used 
their expertise and knowledge to 
determine what was needed for 
prisoner transport.” 



REMEMBERING THE FALLEN 

National Police Remembrance Day, 
or Blue Ribbon Day, is on Wednesday, 
29 September. A service will be held 
at 10.40am at the Victoria Police 
Memorial, Kings Domain Gardens 
St Kilda Road, Melbourne 
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The Holden Crewman became 
the first purpose-built vehicle to 
come out of the study and was put 
into operation in March 2005. 

It was Northcote police station 
that became the first to take 
ownership of the divisional van 
- a fitting tribute to Robinson 
and Bateman. 

“It was the first time that any 
law enforcement agency had 
purchased a purpose-built police 
vehicle,” Mr Hungerford said. 

“We built it together with 
the manufacturer and the 
manufacturer performed tests and 
endorsed the safety of the vehicle. 

“It gave us confidence in the 
safety of the vehicle that it 
would handle in the way we 
wanted it to handle.” 

At the 10-year memorial service 
for Robinson and Bateman in 
May, North-West Metro Region’s 
Assistant CommissionerTim 
Cartwright praised the two 
members whose framed portraits 
and police badges hang on 
the station’s wall, a reminder 
to the members who pass it 
every day to stay safe. 

“They were doing what we 
all do daily. They died doing 
what they loved,” he said. 

“Ten years later, the world’s 
a better place because of them. 

I’m very proud of them.” 



ONETERTIARYSTUDENT IS GAINING AN 
INSIGHTINTO LIFE AS A CRIME SCENE 
EXAMINER THROUGH A MENTOR PROGRAM 


EDITORIAL TANYA REES 
PHOTOGRAPHYANDREWHENSHAW 
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S couring the scene and 
collecting bloodied evidence 
to solve a mystery may seem 
like the plot of a television 
show, but not for Senior Sergeant 
Brad Mason. It is his day job. 

Sen Sgt Mason has been 
a crime scene examiner for 
17 years. 

His job sees him attend 
crime scenes and examine 
them for connections between 
suspects and the scene. From 
the examination, evidence is 
conveyed to and analysed at the 
lab. A report is then prepared 
for the court process. 

Sen Sgt Mason concedes 
there is a long road ahead facing 
those who want to become crime 
scene examiners. 


SCIENCE SCHOOL 

.01 Sgt Brad Mason shows Shaelee 
Peel howto dust for fingerprints. 

.02 The pair examine bloodstains on 
a wall. 


After completing a Bachelor 
of Science at the University of 
Melbourne, Sen Sgt Mason worked 
as an industrial chemist before 
joining Victoria Police. After six 
years’operational policing, he 
transferred to the Victoria Police 
Forensic Services Centre. 

So when he learnt there 
was a way he could mentor a 
tertiary student, he jumped 
at the opportunity. 

“When I discovered The Smith 
Family offered opportunities 
for people to get an education, 

I thought it was a great way to 
volunteer. Instead of providing 
immediate needs, such as clothing 
or food, volunteering for The Smith 
Family to me means providing 
knowledge and experience 
which has long-term benefits. 

It really struck a chord with me,” 

Sen Sgt Mason said. 

The Learning for Life program 
provides students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
with mentors from a range of 
professions, to encourage and 
support the students through 
their tertiary education. 

The program offers literacy 
support, tutoring and personal 
development as well as financial 
scholarships to more than 
28,000 young Australians 
including 7000 in Victoria. 

Shaelee Peel, from a 
disadvantaged home in Lakes 
Entrance, became involved in 
Learning for Life when she was in 
primary school, receiving financial 
support for school books. 

Her parents never married and 
she was raised by her mum who 
used to clean housing units but 
now works in a factory packing pies. 

One of Sen Sgt Mason’s roles 
is to provide Shaelee, who is in 
her second year of a Bachelor 
of Forensic Science at Deakin 
University, Geelong, with advice 
such as choosing the right subjects 
at an early stage in her studies. 

“This is important because if she 
doesn’t choose the right subject 
matter, she may realise she hasn’t 
covered what is required from a 
particular field. I therefore give her 
a bit of an insight into the industry 
and help her decide where she 
wants to fit in,” Sen Sgt Mason said. 



Most of the learning in the 
mentor program is gained through 
conversations with Sen Sgt Mason 
monthly and has left Shaelee 
contemplating further study and 
a career in forensic science as a 
Victoria Police member. 

To become a forensic scientist, 
a person must have a Bachelor 
of Science or higher. To become 
a crime scene examiner, a person 
must be a police member and will 
undertake a national Diploma 
of Public Safety (Forensic 
Investigation) program and 
on-the-job training. 

“There is a difference between 
a forensic scientist and a crime 
scene examiner. Shaelee has 
the opportunity to do either. 

She’ll need to make a decision 
on which way she wants to go. 
That’s where my mentoring can 
assist,” Sen Sgt Mason said. 

The mentor program has been an 
inspiring experience for Shaelee. 

“I’m inspired to pursue a career 
in forensic science to help people. 
Even if it’s as simple as gathering 
evidence to put a criminal behind 
bars to bring them to justice,” 
Shaelee said. 

Her partnership with Sen 
Sgt Mason includes visitingthe 
biology, chemistry and document 
examination labs to discuss 
structure and function. 

“It’s more than I expected. The 
knowledge I’ve gained is more than 
I could’ve gained elsewhere, he can 
give me the details a lecturer can’t,” 
Shaelee said. 


Shaelee is eager to learn the 
practical aspects of the job through 
an internship with Victoria Police 
and gain hands-on experience. 

Her enthusiasm and drive 
will stand her in good stead 
for the future. 

“Shaelee is a very dedicated 
and passionate person in the field. 
She has a natural self-drive to 
progress that will see her qualify 
in the area and possesses a lot of 
self-motivation that I don’t have an 
impact on,” Sen Sgt Mason said. 

“Generally, a crime scene 
investigator needs to be patient 
and methodical and posses 
the ability to think strategically. 
They must have a keen sense of 
attention to detail and always be 
thinking on their feet. 

“Shaelee shouldn’t expect 
to get a job in the forensic field 
immediately. I was an operational 
police member for six years before 
an opportunity came up. What 
she should hope to achieve is 
establishing contacts through 
networking.” 

No matter how long the wait, 
Shaelee recognises the effort she 
puts in now will be worth it in the 
longterm. 

“I would definitely recommend 
the mentor program to other 
students. It’s worthwhile because 
of the inside knowledge you learn. It 
also helps build connections within 
the industry and kind of gives you a 
foot in the door,” Shaelee said. ■ 


"It's more than I expected. The knowledge I've 
gained is more than I could've gained elsewhere, 
he can give me the details a lecturer can't." 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 


A PIECE OF OUR PAST 


He later received specialised 
training and became the first 
Victoria Police Band Drum Horse 
in 1966. 



GENDARME - THE VICTORIA 
POLICE DRUM HORSE 


EDITORIAL TANYA REES 

PHOTOGRAPHY BEN EDWARDS 

EQUINE HISTORY 

.01 Gendarme’s gold key to the 
City of Melbourne. 

.02 An old photo of Gendarme. 


He was later awarded 
the Gold Key to the City of 
Melbourne in 1978 and was 
made an honorary member 
of the Country Fire Authority. 

After the original Gendarme 
died in 1980, three successive 
police horses were named 
Gendarme, the French word 
for police, in his memory. 

Melbourne City Council also 
placed a plaque of remembrance 
in the Flagstaff Gardens opposite 
the former William Street police 
headquarters. ■ 


Items relating to Gendarme and 
Victoria Police’s history can be seen 
at the Victoria Police Museum, 
corner of Flinders and Spencer 
streets, Melbourne. Opening hours 
are from 10am to 4pm, Monday 
to Friday. Entry is free. For more 
information, telephone 9247 5214. 


The pair’s duties often involved 
patrolling parks and providing 
mounted escorts for public 
figures including premiers and 
prime ministers. 

The role also included regular 
television appearances and 
secured him as the popular 
subject of several children’s books. 

He also provided crowd control 
at international sporting functions 
and annual events including 
Moomba, the Melbourne Cup 
and the Anzac Day march. 

However, it was Gendarme’s 
courage in the violent anti-Vietnam 
clashes and the infamous Spring 
Bok tours of the late 1960s that 
evoked admiration and respect 
throughout the community. 
Gendarme was awarded the 
Chief Commissioner’s Certificate 
in 1970 for his work in the field 
of public relations and retired 
shortly after receiving a gold 
chain by Sir Rupert Hamer, 
the then Premier of Victoria, 
in 1976. 


V aluable memorabilia belonging 
to Gendarme, the police horse 
to be feared, was donated to the 
Victoria Police Museum following 
the passing of rider and trainer 
AlexTassell. 

The grey horse was bred at the 
Victoria Police stud farm in 1961 
to carry out the routine duties of 
the Mounted Branch. 
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CARTOON 

CONNECTIONS 


I n the past, humorous cartoons regularly appeared in 
Police Life. 

This cartoon appeared in the March 1970 edition and 
shows an elderly lady chasing after a police member 
following a disagreement about road courtesy. 




WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 
POLICE LIFE 50 YEARS AGO? 


C onstable George Howell was 
posthumously awarded the 
King’s Police Medal for gallantry, 
after being murdered by William 
John O’Meally in January 1952. 

He was investigating large- 
scale theft from cars at the 
Crystal Palace Theatre, Caulfield, 
when a man was observed 
attempting to break into a car. 

The man was confronted and 
fled, instigating a 50-yard pursuit 


when he shot Const Howell in 
the abdomen at point blank 
range after being intercepted. 

Const Howell, however, 
continued his efforts for another 
30 yards and gave a description 
of the man that shot him and 
what had happened to police. 

He was then rushed by 
ambulance to the Alfred Hospital 
where he died two days later. 

O’Meally, had a number of 
aliases and a record of more 
than 40 convictions including 
five brutal assaults on police. 

Although the mass of evidence 
presented to the court was solely 
circumstantial, the jury 
made no hesitation in 
finding him guilty. 

Const Howell was 
21 when he joined 
Victoria Police in May 
1948. His few years on 
station duty saw him 
regarded by colleagues 
and citizens as being a 
credit to his uniform. ■ 


“ — ih- 


Police Life, April, 1960 


































IT'S NOT JUST A JOB. 

IT'S AN EXTRAORDINARY CAREER. 


Right now, Victoria Police is searching for an extra 1700 members to add to our already strong 
team of 11,500 police. We’re after applicants from all walks of life, with varied skill sets and 
are ready to embark on a career that is highly rewarding, community-focused, challenging and 
secure. We are especially interested in hearing from women as well as men, those from ethnic 
backgrounds and individuals with existing qualifications that can be utilised within Victoria 
Police. To find out more about a range of police careers, application requirements and to take 
a test visit policecareer.vic.gov.au or SMS “Ready” to 132 001. 



B k**.*J A Victorian 

H sssr ARE YOU READY FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY CAREER? 







